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others, and thus the natural effect of contention is to neutralize 
the power of all parties. There has never been a really great 
man in America, whose career has not been marked with con- 
stant and steady resistance. It is the conservative principle of 
the social system, which, as it betrayed itself long ago in a 
small democracy by the singular law of ostracism, so it does in 
a large one at this day by the conflict of personal parties. We 
may regret that the means are so unpleasant, by which we 
keep society steady ; we may fear the extremes, to which we 
may sometimes be suddenly brought by the violence they oc- 
casion ; but, after all, the equal movement of our system must 
be allowed to be maintained by it. And so long as the equali- 
ty of men's natural rights continues in open contradiction to the 
inequality of men's natural gifts, just so long do we believe 
that the only method of keeping the waters of a democratic 
ocean tolerably clear, is, to have them agitated. But this sys- 
tem, so far from isolating man, as M. de Tocqueville would 
have us believe, throws him into the closest of all, that is, a 
party combination. 

But we cannot follow our author into all the very interesting 
questions which he opens by differing from his predecessor. 
It will be sufficient for our*present purpose, to recommend h s 
work to the favorable attention of the American public. We 
understand that a translation is in progress. We would rec- 
ommend that particular attention be paid to the rectification 
of the errors in the original, which are so evidently typographi- 
cal that we do not think it necessary to specify them. They 
are to be found mostly in the figures used as dates and statis- 
tics. 



11. — Writings of Charles Sprague, now first collected. 
New York : Charles S. Francis. 1841. 12mo. pp. 
lviii. and 124. 

A collection of Mr. Sprague's poems cannot fail to be 
welcomed by all readers of taste. In some respects they are 
very remarkable productions. They are highly finished, at a 
time when a majority of writers cast aside all the old fashioned 
principles of elegant composition. Their style is formed upon 
the best English models of an age, when the regularity of clas- 
sical writing was much more highly appreciated than it is now. 
The thought is always clear and definite ; a marked contrast 
with the cloudiness that envelopes a large part of the litera- 
ture of the day. It is rational, well meditated, and temperate; 
and this, too, is a happy contrast to the extravagance, and the- 
atrical study for effect, which characterize the most popular of 
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the recent writers. They show a calm and observing mind ; fine- 
ness of sentiment and feeling ; a ready perception of the vices 
and follies of mankind ; and at the same time a tolerating spirit, 
which visits them with good-humored satire, rather than the 
awful severity of the judge. Mr. Sprague's poetical genius 
passes with ease and grace from the grave to the gay ; from 
the didactic to the humorous ; from earnest delineations of 
passion and suffering, to sportive pictures of fashionable folly, 
vanity, and frivolity. The lyrical element enters largely into 
the formation of his poetical character ; some of his shorter 
pieces compare well with the best things of their kind in the 
language. Most of the peculiar qualities of his genius are 
happily illustrated by the first and longest piece in the col- 
lection, the Phi Beta Kappa poem on "Curiosity." This 
opens by a passage ingeniously contrived to excite the very 
feeling which was to be the subject of the poem ; and the effect 
upon the audience when the verses were recited we well remem- 
ber to have been extraordinary The various modes in 
which this, the master passion of human nature, manifests 
itself, are beautifully described in a series of pictures drawn 
with admirable skill. A great deal of playful satire enters into 
the material of the poem ; fine turns of wit enliven it from time 
to time ; and here and there a touch of pathos harmonizes it 
to a proper tone. The versification is highly polished, and 
the poet happily selected the good old-fashioned heroic coup- 
let ; the only measure in which a poem designed to be spoken 
should ever be written. It flows on in a stream of harmonious 
beauty ; and not without the epigrammatic point, for which the 
English couplet is excellently adapted, and the last perfection 
of which it acquired in the hands of Pope. Wit, humor, pa- 
thos, and epigram are all subjected, in this fine poem, to a moral 
purpose ; immorality, impiety, and blasphemy, are held up to 
execration with all the force of the poet's genius. Falsehood 
and calumny, fraud and avarice, are painted with the colors 
borrowed from the artist's moral wrath. The spirit of evil which 
walks up and down and to and fro to destroy, in the shape of 
the bigot and the religious quack, — the atheist and the " un- 
sexed thing that scorns her God," — is pointed out to the in- 
dignation and contempt of man. We should be glad to quote 
many of the noble passages in illustration of our remarks, but 
they are familiar to most of our readers. They are excel- 
lent examples of the true, vigorous, and polished expression of 
the thoughts, feelings, and convictions of a poetical mind, and 
a heart morally sound to the core. 

The Shakspeare Ode is a noble lyric, devoted, as its title 
implies, to celebrating the genius of the "myriad-minded" 
Shakspeare. We are reminded, while reading this Ode, of the 
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best lyrics in the English language, the Odes of Gray. Not 
that Mr. Sprague has borrowed any thing from his English 
predecessor, but the similarity of the subject to that of some 
parts of the "Progress of Poesy," and a kindred loftiness 
of language, recall the magnificent stanzas of that writer. Mr. 
Sprague's language is not, of course, so compressed nor so 
gorgeously inwrought with the golden embroidery of classical 
allusion as Gray's ; but he shows the same skill in personify- 
ing the passions, and thus exalting the genius of Shakspeare, 
by making the mighty elements of the soul of man come and 
bow themselves submissively to their great master's will. The 
leading characters in the Shakspearean dramas appear in this 
grand ode, in slow procession, conjured up by one who has felt 
them in all their awful sublimity. The high-wrought poetical 
cast of the language by which they are presented to us, is wor- 
thy of the exalted theme. 

Some of the shorter pieces, expressive of the domestic affec- 
tions, are exquisitely tender. Nothing can surpass the sweet- 
ness of " I see thee still," or the delicacy of the lines begin- 
ning 

" O ! it is life ! departed da^s 
Fling back their brightness while I gaze." 

The "Winged Worshippers" is a charming little poem, 
upon a trifling but pleasant incident, — two swallows flying 
into church during divine service. The language is very 
elegant, and the incident finely moralized. We believe this 
poem has been oftener quoted than any other of Mr. Sprague's 
writings. It is one of those rare things that people never 
forget. It is printed in all selections of poetry, elegant ex- 
tracts and the like ; it is committed to memory in the schools ; 
and about once in three years it goes the round of all the 
newspapers.* 

The Prize pieces and prologues are very finished produc- 
tions ; but being designed for occasions of merely temporary 
interest, are not likely to be much read after the occasions are 
forgotten. The two prose discourses, with which the volume 
closes, by no means equal, in their way, the poems. They are 

* The third stanza in this elegant poern is as follows : 
'' Ye never knew 
The crimes for which we come to weep ; 

Penance is not for you 
Blessed wanderers of the upper deep." 

The expression in italics reminds us of a similar poetical turn in Euri- 
pides ; 

" As? *yag vvv n™ yris ffQs xgvtpSmai xuru t 

'II trrwov a^oLi cup iff aiS-igos £aS-*>s." 
" For she must either hide beneath the earth, 
Or soar on wings into the ethereal deep." — Med. 1294 - 5. 
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far from being good specimens of English style. They are de- 
ficient in simplicity and directness of expression ; they are al- 
together too ornate for good taste, presenting in this respect a 
singular contrast to the poems, the chasteness of which is one 
of their greatest charms. The only thing to be regretted with 
regard to this volume is, that the poet did not choose to make 
it for himself, and confine it to a selection of his best poetical 
pieces. We hope the cares of business will yet allow him to 
do this, and that we shall be favored in future with more notes 
under his signature, whether poetical or otherwise, than we 
have ever had the good fortune to receive in times past. 



12. — The Position and Duties of the Educated Men of the Coun- 
try. A Discourse pronounced before the Euglossian and 
Alpha Phi Delta Societies of Geneva College, August 5th, 
1840 : By C. S. Henry, D. D., Professor of Intellec- 
tual Philosophy and Belles Lettres in the University of 
the City of New York. New York : Robert Craighead. 
8vo. pp. 46. 

Professor Henry is a vigorous and cultivated writer. His 
papers in the " New York Review" show uncommon powers of 
style, thought, and illustration. His acquirements in various 
branches of literature, especially in philosophy, are distin- 
guished. From time to time he has been called upon to de- 
liver anniversary discourses before the literary societies which 
form a remarkable feature in the public institutions of the 
United States. These discourses have shown abilities of a high 
order ; and though we are far from agreeing with Mr. Henry's 
opinions on many points, we cannot help admiring his un- 
quenchable love of good letters, the bold eloquence with which 
he advocates their cause, and the frankness with which he ut- 
ters sentiments that he honestly cherishes, however at vari- 
ance with the popular tendencies of the times. He always 
advocates high and generous views of the worth of moral and 
intellectual culture, and points to an ideal standard for the 
rising minds of the country to aspire to. But he is too alive to 
the evil tendencies of the times, and, as it seems to us, fails to 
discern the blessed promises that gleam out from the clouds, of 
a better and a brighter future. He takes too dark a view of 
that disregard of ancient forms, which marks the proceedings of 
the present generation ; and places too much stress upon the 
efforts he would have us make to rekindle a reverence for 
them, as a means of spiritual improvement. He not only looks 
to the church for aid in the moral regeneration of mankind, but 



